
 

 
 
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

● transdisciplinary theme: : How We Organize Ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

 

● central idea 

There are consequences for actions within relationships and structures in our world. 

 

Summative assessment task(s): 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

 

● Discuss resources-like where do you get fresh water, building materials, what 
machinery would be needed in a time of a natural disaster.  

● Students will be presented with the following problematic scenario: “A natural 
disaster has destroyed your town. As members on the city council, you will need 
to reconstruct your town. You will need to think about and include the goods and 
services necessary for your town to function. Create a presentation about your 
town’s recovery to meet the needs of the citizens.” Teachers will interview groups 
and present students with scenarios such as “You fell out of the tree in your 
backyard, where will you go?” to test the need of medical care in their town. 

● We expect that students will want to find ways to earn money, budget, and/or take 
a deeper interest in how their needs are met.  

● Students will be graded using a rubric. 

 
 

Class/grade:         2nd Grade                  Age group: 7-8 Year olds 

School:            Mountainview                 School code: 006510 

Title: How We Organize Ourselves  

Teacher(s): Alford, Jenkins, Lopez 

Date: January 8th - February 15th      4th Six Weeks 

Proposed duration:  100 Hours over 6 Weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 
What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

● Form 

● Causation 

● Responsibility  
Related Concepts: 

● Perspectives 

● Structure 

● Consequences 

● Initiative  
What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 
 

● Producing goods and services for consumers 

● Income from work to meet needs 

● Compare and contrast structures of our world 
 
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

● Why do people work? 

● What is the difference between goods and services? 

● How are the structures of our world alike and different? 
Provocation 



 

 

 

● Class discussion on possible outcomes if: pose the following questions… 

● What would happen if no one worked? 

● What if we couldn’t trade goods and services? 
What would happen if there was no money? 

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 
This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 
What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? 
What evidence will we look for? 

● Students will show evidence of their learning by being responsible in their 
classroom jobs and  managing their classroom money.  

 
What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

● Students will match a list of producers to a list of consumers according to the 
correct relationship between the two. 

● Economics quiz will assess students understanding of vocabulary related to 
economics and producers and consumers. 

● Students will sort different goods and services into the correct category to show 
their understanding of the difference. 

● Students will have a critical writing response to Berenstain Bears Trouble with 
Money.  

 

4.  How best might we learn? 
What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

● Students will be introduced to the structures and vocabulary of force and motion.  
● Students will create a scene by placing various store patterns on Goods Road or Service 

Street. Store patterns include barber shop, florist, bank, etc. We will use long strips of 
butcher paper to display the streets and store patterns in the classroom. After students 
decide where to place the store patterns, they will identify the goods & services they 
provide on sticky notes below. 

● Students will participate in different experiments for the structures of force, motion, and 
magnets. 

● Students will observe and record the structures of rocks according to their size, texture, 
and color.  

● Students will compare and contrast the structures of freshwater and saltwater.  
● As a class, students will create a menu of needs & wants that are available to purchase 

in the classroom and select reasonable prices for each. 
● Students will choose classroom jobs to apply for by completing applications. After being 

hired, students will earn classroom money for completing their jobs successful. Students 
will use this money to pay for needs such as extra restroom breaks or wants such as 
homework passes. 

● Students will participate in a learning experience to The American Bank.  
● Students will be introduced to the concept of Farm to Market by looking at how a product 

goes from the producer to the consumer. 
What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

● Self-Management/Organization: Students will work in groups to construct their own town. 
● Research/Formulating Questions:Students will formulate questions about types of rocks 

and saltwater and freshwater.  
● Social/Accepting Responsibility: Each student will be hired for a job in the classroom 

which will help the room run efficiently. 
Learner Profile 

● Balanced: Students will demonstrate intellectual balance by making spending and saving 
choices with their money. 

● Risk Taker: Students will have the independence to apply for and complete a job, earn, 
and spend money. 

Attitudes 



● Independence 
● Commitment 

 

 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

● People: Education coordinator for American Bank 
● Audio-Visual: Brainpop Jr. Videos: “Saving and Spending”, “Goods and Services”; United Streaming Videos: “How Our Economy Works”, “Service Workers and the 

Services they Provide”, “Where we Live, Work, and Play”. 
● Art: poster boards, cardstock 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry?  

● Classroom Environment: The Students will work in cooperative groups.  
● School Environment: Specials teachers will be giving money to students when they are with them.  
● Local Environment: Bank Field Trip 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of 
the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of 
the inquiry should be included. 

● central idea 

There are consequences for actions within relationships and structures in our world. 

Students are  taking ownership of their jobs. They are encouraged to earn money as they 
earn this in the classroom.  

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

● Discuss resources-like where do you get fresh water, building materials, what 
machinery would be needed in a time of a natural disaster.  

● Students will be presented with the following problematic scenario: “A natural disaster 
has destroyed your town. As members on the city council, you will need to reconstruct 
your town. You will need to think about and include the goods and services necessary 
for your town to function. Create a presentation about your town’s recovery to meet 
the needs of the citizens.” Teachers will interview groups and present students with 
scenarios such as “You fell out of the tree in your backyard, where will you go?” to test 
the need of medical care in their town. 

● We expect that students will want to find ways to earn money, budget, and/or take a 
deeper interest in how their needs are met.  

● Students will be graded using a rubric. 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

● transdisciplinary theme: : How We Organize Ourselves 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; 
the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

● central idea 

There are consequences for actions within relationships and structures in our world. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

●Form 

●Causation 

●Responsibility  
 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills? 
●Self-Management/Organization:  
●Research/Formulating Questions: 
●Social/Accepting Responsibility:  

 

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile 
● Balanced: Students will have to think about how their learning through their jobs. They 

have to be balanced to decide what is best.  
● Risk Taker: Students will have to take initiative of their role in working in groups to 

present towns. Each student will have to talk about what has been done in their 
project, and who helped with each task.  

Attitudes 
● Independence 
● Commitment 

 
In each case, explain your selection. 

 

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

Student’s wondered why they have to pay 2 of their 10 dollars for their desk rental. 
Lost of student’s did not connect that this must be paid for like a home. Student lost 
his job due to irresponsibility. Student asked if he could get his job back. Another 
student brought up minimum wage. He wanted to know how they could live off of that.  

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight 
the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

● Why do people work? We are focusing on the importance of having a job in order 
to provide for your needs and wants. It is important to save money,  in case 
something comes up that needs to be fixed.  

● What is the difference between goods and services? Students created a All about 
Town activity where they had to determine what is a good and what is a service. 
Students will also show the difference of a good and service through 3-D town.  

● How are the structures of our world alike and different? The structures in our world 
are connected in some ways. Examples given that the earth is a magnet.  

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to 
reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

Students have connected money to real world  situations. Students are saving money to buy 
specific items  from  the class store.  

 

9.  Teacher notes 

 

SS TEKS: 2.9A, 2.9B, 2.10A, 2.10B, 2.10C, 2.17B 

Science TEKS: 2.7A, 2.7B, 2.6B,C,D  

ELAR TEKS: 2.2B, 2.2Biii, 2.2Biv, 2.2Bv, 2.2Bvi, 2.2C, 2.2Ci, 2.2Ciii, 2.2Civ, 2.2Cv, 
2.2Cvi, 2.2DE; 2.3ABCD; 2.6ABCEFGHI; 2.7BCDE; 2.8ABCD; 2.9ACF; 2.10ABCDE; 
2.11AB, 2.11Bi, 2.11Bii, 2.11CD, 2.11Div, 2.11Dv, 2.11Dviii, 2.11Dx, 2.11Dxi; 2.12A, 
2.13AC 

Math TEKS: 2.1ABCDEFG, 2.3ABCDE, 2.4CD, 2.8ABCDE 
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